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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

GROWING WITH THE COMMUNITY 
Welcoming, Engaging and Achieving 

DIARY DATES      

 

Wednesday 10th May 
Mother’s Day Stall 
 
 
Thursday 11th May 
Yr 2 Excursion to CERES 
 
Friday 12th May 
Assembly in hall 9am 
Yr 5/6 sport 
 
Monday 15th May 
Yr 5 Lego Excursion 
 
Wednesday 17th May 
School Council Meeting-staffroom 7.30pm 
 
Friday 19th May 
Yr 5/6 sport 
 
Monday 22nd May 
PFA Meeting-staffroom 7.30pm 
 
Friday 26th May 
Assembly in hall 9am 
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea 9.30am 
Including cupcake sale at recess 
 
Thursday 1st June 
Curriculum Day—no school 
 
Monday 12th June 
Queen’s Birthday Holiday—no school 
 
Thursday 22nd June 
Circus Concert 7pm-9pm 
Full dress rehearsal all day 

Our mission is to inspire the self belief and motivation 
in students that will enable them to achieve and grow. 

ANOTHER  RED 
LETTER DAY FOR 

CPS  

Last week commenced with a very special visit to staff 
from Mr Steve Dimopoulos MP, our local State  
member, announcing an additional $1,500,000 for 
Carnegie Primary School in this year’s State budget. 
This is on top of the $4,000,000 received in last year’s 
budget that will be spent on the construction of our 
new art room, full size gym and associated facilities. 
Steve has always been a strong supporter of our 
school community and over recent months, he has 
been in close communication with the school council 
and me and was aware of our desire to receive this 
additional funding in order to further upgrade our  
existing facilities. He has been true to his word and 
argued strongly on our behalf to ensure the extra 
funds were in this year’s budget.  
Architects, Clarke Hopkins Clarke, who developed our 
Master Plan and are overseeing the initial work with 
our new gym/hall, will now work with us to ensure the 
best outcome for these latest funds to enhance our 
teaching and learning spaces to support 21st century 
learning and our teaching pedagogy. The  
refurbishment of our existing prep building will be a 
priority. There is much work to be done but exciting 
times lie ahead.  
PARENT PARTNERSHIPS - THANK YOU 
At CPS we are committed to the development of a 
strong partnership with parents and care givers.  
Positive partnerships mean optimal outcomes for our 
school and most importantly our students. 
Special acknowledgement needs to be made to the 
parents, students and staff who so generously  
supported last week’s Prep Expo. The visitors  
certainly had a lovely snapshot of teaching and  
learning at CPS but also of our unique community. 
I would also like to acknowledge our PFA helpers for 
their keen preparation in organising the upcoming 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM 
STALL DATES 

Tuesday 16
th
 May – 9.00am 

Tuesday 30
th
 May – 3.30pm 

Thursday 15
th
 June – 9.00am 
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Mother’s Day Stall for our children making 
sure Mother’s Day on Sunday can be a little 
special for mums. 
A FINE ACHIEVEMENT 
It is with pleasure that I share the lovely 
news that Harshitha M in 5C won first place 
in the Junior 
Division of the 
2017  
Spellmasters 
Competition 
held on 30th 
April.  
Harshitha  
personally won 
a Macquarie 
Encyclopaedia 
Dictionary but 
also a 12-month 
Macquarie  
Dictionary 
school  
subscription for 
our school. She 
has earned a place in the Junior finals at the 
end of the year. 
I’m sure you will join me in congratulating 
her and wish her all the best for the finals. 
 
ENROLMENTS FOR 2018 
Parents who are aware of friends,  
neighbours or relatives who have a child 
ready to start school in 2018, please let 
them know that enrolments are now being 
taken. Mrs Bentata-Grimm, Mr McCarthy 
and I are also available to answer questions 
or show interested parents and students 
around our wonderful school at an  
appropriate time. 
 
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
This year’s NAPLAN testing program is  
taking place for students in Years 3 and 5 
this week. 
The tests will again focus on Reading,  
Writing, Language Conventions and  
Numeracy. Teachers have been working 
with our students in Year 3 & 5 to best  
prepare them for this type of assessment. 
Students need assistance with preparation 
to effectively participate in this formal  
assessment tool. This assessment will  
provide one form of feedback to parents on 
how students are progressing in literacy and 
numeracy and we are determined not to lose 
sight of the broad curriculum we need to 
provide to build well rounded young people.  

HALF YEAR STUDENT REPORTS &  
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
All our teachers have commenced working 
diligently of late, finalising the assessments 
of all students in order to produce both  
comprehensive and 
easy to understand 
individual student  
reports for parents.  
Parents will receive 
their child/children’s 
report in the last week 
of term. 
Ongoing formal and 
informal assessment 
of students is an  
integral part of our 
teaching and learning.   
All areas of the school 
have a very strong 
team focus with  
children often working 
with their homeroom 
teacher but also working with other teachers 
and Education Support Officers, particularly 
in the most focussed literacy and numeracy 
teaching times. Your child as a learner is 
known by a team of people. CPS staff are 
passionate about teaching, growing and 
learning together to be the best they can be 
both individually and collectively to support 
the needs of our students. 
This semester our teachers will be reporting 
against the new Victorian Curriculum for the 
first time. As we transition to this curriculum, 
there will obviously be some modifications to 
our report format.  
With the advent of the Victorian Curriculum, 
we believe it is timely to review our reporting 
practices and over the coming months we 
will be working with staff and parents to  
reflect our student report format in line with 
DE&T guidelines and parent needs. More 
information will be shared in relation to this 
later this term. 
Parent – Teacher interviews will occur early 
in term 3. Please note that Thursday 1st 
June is an Assessment & Reporting  
Curriculum Day. There is no school for  
students on this day.  
WORDS OF WISDOM – Life is too short to 
wake up in the morning with regrets. So love 
the people who treat you right, forget about 
the ones who don't and believe that  
everything happens for a reason.  
Linda Jones, Karen Bentata-Grimm &  
Michael McCarthy 
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PARENTING IDEAS FROM MICHAEL 
GROSE -Parent Educator 
Developing your child’s social media 
scripts 
 
As parents we teach our kids to talk politely 
and clearly so that they know how to speak to 
others when we’re not around. In effect, we 
give our kids social scripts to fall back on 
when they talk to friends, teachers and  
relatives. There’s no guarantee they’ll look an 
adult in the eye when they speak to them, but 
our discussions, reminders and lessons about 
manners will hopefully hold up when we’re not 
around. 
 
The same applies to social media. Our  
conversations and lessons will prepare them 
to be savvy users when we’re not around. 
Here are some ideas to get you started: 
 
1. “Is this worth posting?” The relatively  
impersonal nature of social media means that 
we can post information and pictures with    
relative immunity. Also its immediacy means 
that we can do so without much thought. This 
means that kids need to be very critical about 
what they see online. ‘Is this accurate?’ and  
‘Is this worth posting?’ are two valid questions 
children can ask when they read posts placed 
by others. 
 
2. “Have you taken a big breath?” A child 
who blurts out everything that comes into his 
mind without thinking is sure to put plenty of 
people offside. ‘Think before you speak’ is the 
type of message that every child should have 
in mind. The same applies to social media. 
Just because they think something doesn’t 
mean they post it. ‘Take a big breath’ may just 

about be the most important message to give 
your kids about social media.  
 
3. “Do you want the principal to see this?!” 
An invitation to a teenage birthday party     
posted on social media is one way to get more 
attendees than you bargained for! The viral 
nature of social media means that kids should 
only post messages and photos that they want 
to be spread and read by a large audience.  
 
4. “How does this post make you feel?” We 
need to teach kids that not every post needs 
to be commented upon and not every thought 
needs to be shared, particularly when they are 
angry. Teaching them to walk away and then 
to step back in when they’ve calmed down is 
perhaps the most important communication 
lesson of all. It is very relevant to social media 
as emotions are often the last thing on many 
people’s minds when they haphazardly post a 
message. 
 
5. “How will you fix this?” Social media just 
like any social space requires kids to behave 
ethically and with kindness. When kids   
overstep the mark and post hurtful things then 
it’s fair that they fix their mistakes, and  
apologise. It’s reasonable that we teach our 
children to act with tolerance and with  
empathy online, and if mean things are posted 
then they should be expected to try to repair 
relationships through social media, just as 
they should offline. 
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NAME CLASS DONATED  BOOKS 

Trish K. 2B “Stella by the Sea” 

Stephanie P. 3A “Asterix and Son” 

Cooper A. 3B “Boy Overboard” 

Ashley B. 2B “Billionaire Boy” 

Alana M. Prep A “The Best of Dr. Seuss” 

Dev P. Prep C “When I Grow Up”,  “Say Please, Little 
Bear” 

Shaurya N. 3C The “Clementine Rose” 8 Book Collection 

Aadhya B 1A “Winnie the Pooh Classic Collection” 

Nicholas K 2C “Dog Man” 

BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB 
Thank you for these great books and many happy birthday wishes from all at  
Carnegie Primary School. 



Leo B 
Prep C 

For always being such a responsible and conscientious member of Prep C Cool Cats. 

Rishik S 
Prep D 

For settling in so well at C.P.S. You give everything a go with a big smile on your face. 
Well done. 

Harper S 
1C 

For being a brilliant all rounder! Thank you for always listening, concentrating and  
helping others! 

Elsie B 
2A 

Excellent use of adjectives and persuasive language in her advertisement for a lolly. 

Abhi C 
2C 

For making a concerted effort to improve his presentation of his written work. 

Rosie M 
3C 

For your positive and enthusiastic approach to learning. Especially during our mixed 
maths sessions. Amazing effort! 

Jesse C 
4C 

Hard work in all areas of school, especially writing– awesome! 

Mika R 
4A 

For writing a myth so terryfying it should come with a warning. Your creativity is  
outstanding. 

Samyuktaa P 
5A 

For being so responsible, resourceful and respectful. You have really impressed us 
with your leadership. 

Michaela D 
5C 

Continuing to impress us with being caring, mature, persistent and diligent in all areas 
of the curriculum. 

Anjana S 
6B 

For settling in so well to C.P.S. 

STUDENT  ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
Assembly Date - 8/5/17 
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Numeracy News is a fun page to help promote maths in our clever Carnegie 

community. 

In each edition of Numeracy News there will be a FAMTASTIC Maths Challenge 

problem that we encourage you to solve with your family. Every time your family 

solves the FAMTASTIC Maths Challenge problem, your family can go in the draw 

to be announced as the FAMTASTIC Maths Family of the week. 

FAMTASTIC Maths Challenge entries can be placed in the box at the office. The 

FAMTASTIC Family of the week will be announced at assembly on Monday morn-

ing. 

This week’s FAMTASTIC Maths Challenge problem is …… 

Try playing 

this Maths 

Game with 

your family. 

This week’s 
BRAIN  
TEASER 

 
I’m thinking of 

a two digit 

number. If you 

add 9 to this 

number, you 

get the same 

number only 

with the digits 

swapped. What 

number am I 

thinking of? 

 

& a funny riddle … .… 

NUMERACY NEWS  

LIST TEN WAYS YOU MIGHT SEE NUMBERS OUT OF SCHOOL. 
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Over the year, the Well-Being Team is 
keen to update the school community on 
some of the happy happenings that take 
place in and around our classrooms 
throughout the school. This week, we’d 
like to focus on the grade 3/4 area.  
 
Building a sense of well-being and  
belonging in our students in grades 3 and 
4 underpins everything we teach. In 
some ways we place it above all other 
curriculum areas, because we know that 
without a strong sense of well-being, 
health and belonging, our students won’t 
reach their full potential academically.  
 
In grades 3 and 4, we build our  
classroom belonging through our various 
buzz buddies and clock buddies  
systems. It is different in each classroom, 
but ultimately students are paired with a 
range of classmates across the year to 
maximise knowledge and collaborative 
learning amongst each other. We find 
that these systems help students  
consolidate their understandings,  
understand other viewpoints and build 
connectedness more than if students 
were to work solely with their ‘best 
friends’ during class settings. Our various 
buzz buddy systems work so well mainly 
because our students embrace the  
concept, and for the most part, love  
stepping outside their comfort zone to 
challenge their own thinking and build 
strong learning relationships with a range 
of students. 
 
As well in grades 3 and 4, we love to start 
and finish each day with positive  
moments, no matter what. A simple high 
five and a friendly greeting as they walk 
in normally sets the mood for the whole 
day. In addition, before students leave in 
the afternoon, they are often asked to 
write out their 3PT/3KT in their positive 
books. These ‘3 positive things’ and ‘3 
kind things’ encourage students to focus 
on specific times during their day where 
they have had positive moments or  

carried out kind things. It works best 
when students are specific and when 
they choose different moments each day. 
It is also a great activity to do at home, 
both for parents and children, when the 
chaos of the day quietens down. 
 
Mindfulness is “tuning in” to the present 
moment, being aware of what’s going on 
in and around us. When possible, we try 
to incorporate short mindfulness  
exercises into the school day, including 
meditations. Here are some year 3  
student reflections about the benefits of 
mindfulness: 
 
“I like mindfulness because it relaxes 
your body and gives a fresh start. It is 
amazing how just doing this for 5 minutes 
of the day can calm you”. Catherine S 
 
“I find mindfulness to be calming and  
relaxing. It is lovely and I love it. It feels 
like magic in the air when I do it – it is so 
amazing”. Danielle W 
 
“Mindfulness may not sound a strong  
activity, but I think it can make a massive 
difference in your day and life”. Max C 
 
“I think mindfulness helps me believe in 
myself and to concentrate on my work”. 
Dhruv 
 
“I love doing mindfulness because it 
makes me feel happy and calm and helps 
me to focus”. Nicholas C 
 
One of the programs that we use is  
Smiling Mind. This is a great mindfulness 
resource for all ages, and it can be  

accessed free at 
 https://smilingmind.com.au/  
if you would like to use at home. 

Grade 3 & 4 Well-Being Update 
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Miss Murtagh in  
30 Seconds… 

Favourite food: I love to cook and eat! I 

have some favourite cook books – 

“Community” and “Neighbourhood”. 

Favourite band/singer: I don’t like to have 

favourites  

On my Spotify at the moment I’m loving 

Beyonce, Leon Bridges, Sia, Fleetwood 

Mac, Sigur Ros and the Hamilton Mixtape. 

Favourite book: “Cloud Street” by Tim    

Winton and anything by Oliver Jeffers 

Siblings: 2 brothers & 3 sisters. 

Pets: Two spoodles, Winnie & Theo 

Hobbies: Running, reading, yoga, crafty 

projects - sewing & knitting 

Teacher Talk with…. 

Miss Murtagh 
This newsletter sees the return of Teacher talk after a 
small hiatus. This week we chat to Grade 3 teacher Miss 
Murtagh to find out a little bit more about her and what 
makes her tick.  

You came to teaching from a totally  

different career. Can you tell us a bit about 

what you did before becoming a Primary 

School teacher? 

I started nursing at the Alfred in 2004. I have 

been there ever since in a variety of roles, 

mostly in ICU. 

 

You have returned to Carnegie PS this year 

after a few years away. When did you first 

start here and what have been doing the 

last few years? 

I joined the CPS crew in 2011, after 3 years I 

left for some other adventures. In those 

three years, I did some travelling near and 

far. I also completed my yoga teacher 

training and began teaching at a few  

studios around Melbourne. I did some work 

in Nursing Education at the Alfred as well as 

some relief teaching in various schools. 

Most importantly though I had lots of time 

to spend with my family and friends. 

 

You moonlight as a yoga teacher now on 

the weekends, what do you love about  

yoga? 

I love yoga for the time & space it creates 

to simply be and disconnect from all the 

busyness of the day and instead connect 

to the present moment. Also, because it 

allows you to see yourself and the world  

differently, sometimes upside down in a 

headstand! 

 

What do you most enjoy about being a 

teacher? 

That every day is different to the next, a 

completely new adventure! 

 

Who was your biggest influence when you 

were at school and why? 

My siblings were my greatest influence at 

school. I always loved hearing about what 

they were learning and they shared so 

much of this knowledge with me. My older 

sisters would recommend so many books to 

me and I was inspired to challenge myself  

to read them. 

Where did you grow up? 

I grew up and went to school in Bendigo, 

Central Victoria. 

 

Do you have any hidden talents (apart from 

a being a yoga guru!)? 

If I told you they wouldn’t be hidden  

anymore  

 

If you were an animated character, who 

would you be and why? 

Yogi bear, obviously! 
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WE’RE TAKING IT IN OUR STRIDE ON FRIDAY 19 
MAY 2017 
Well it’s that time of year again when our school seriously starts talking about 
walking!  
Walk Safely to School Day asks that we all consider our transport habits and 
try to incorporate more walking as part of a healthy, active way to get around. And although 
walking all the way to school isn’t realistic for many of us, it’s quite easy to figure out how you 
can build a walk into your family’s daily routine.  
You can teach your child the healthy habit of walking more by:  
-  Walking with them the whole way to school  
-  If they get the bus or train, walk past your usual stop and get on at the next stop  
-  If you have to drive, park the car a few blocks away from the school and walk the rest of the 
way.  
Regular exercise like walking with your child not only helps them (and you!) beat chronic  
problems like obesity, heart disease, behavioural and mental health issues and diabetes. It  
also gives you a great opportunity to teach your child safe ways to behave around roads and 
traffic.  
Remember, Active Kids are Healthy Kids so get planning your own Walk Safely to School Day 
journey for Friday 19 May 2017!  
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ANZAC Poetry 
Grade 6 spent the first two weeks of term commemorating our ANZACs. We would like 
to share with you some of our empathy writing, where we have tried to imagine the  
feelings and experiences of the many Australian soldiers and medical staff who went to 
war, as well as those who remained at home whilst loved ones bravely fought overseas. 

The child’s tear stained face 

Nestled into her mother’s lap 

As they clutch a yellow envelope. 

Eliza Lee 

 

The frightened soldier 

On the battleships 

Wondering what will happen. 

The now only child 

Alone in her room 

Bawling her eyes out. 

Charlie Hammond 

 

The excited soldier 

Standing on the boat 

Ready to fight for his country. 

The exhausted soldier 

Digging into the barren countryside 

Hoping to have a break. 

The dying solder 

In a bloodied hospital bed 

Ready to say goodbye. 

The dead solder 

Lying in a grave 

Honoured by his comrades 

Matthew Callaghan 

The wounded soldier 

Lays there on the damp soil 

Watching, waiting with no hope. 

The wife 

Sobbing, watching 

Trying to hide it from her still hoping son. 

The child, 

Sitting at the step 

Unaware of the news. 

Harry Avery 

 

The soldier 

Hidden behind the sandbags in agonising 

pain 

Ready to cry with dreadful sorrow. 

Charlie Besnard 

 

The nervous soldier 

Sneaking across the Dardanelles 

Fighting for millions. 

The corrupted soldier 

Stumbling across the bloody battlefield 

Raging on and fighting for his country 

Sarish Edukulla 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjR5c2dqZzMAhUDrKYKHcPyAGwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.turtletravel.com.au/


ARTS NEWS  

What’s happening in the Arts Room?  
The Grade 2 students used acrylic to paint ‘the 
magician’s rabbit’. Our rabbits have magically  
appeared out of the magician’s hat! 
Our Grade 2 students worked together giving helpful ideas to each  
other while they were painting.  
 

Our ‘Magician’s Rabbit’ 
paintings are 
on display in 
our school. 

 
The Grade 1 students are looking at Trapeze Artists! We  
visited the playground to hang around and draw our friends. 

Come and visit the Arts room anytime!  
Everyone is welcome!   
Ms Bolger. 
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PFA News  

NEXT PFA MEETING  
We our next meeting is Monday 22nd May, 7.30pm in the staffroom.  
 

 

MOTHERS DAY STALL– TOMORROW! 
We will be holding the Mother’s Day Stall tomorrow Wednesday 10th May   

from 9-11am(not the 20th May as was incorrectly stated on the notice which 

went home yesterday-apologies!) Gifts will be available for between $1 & $6. 

The students in years 3 and 5 doing NAPLAN will have an opportunity to make 

a purchase after their tests. 

 
 

AWESOME FITNESS OFFER TO FRIENDS OF CPS….. 
 

Step Into Life Carnegie have an offer to CPS parents and friends. Get 1 

months UNLIMITED personal training for $49 and they will donate the $49  

directly to the school. You can attend as many sessions as you like in the 

month-what a great offer!  

Just mention this offer when you contact Jason: 0423 595 394 

 

 

2017/2018  ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
Don’t forget to purchase the new 2017/2018 Entertainment book. You can 

buy a book or the digital version. There is a sample book at the office for you 

to have look at it. These books have vouchers and offers worth over $20,000. 

Memberships cost $70 of which the school receives $14.  

Order online at www.entbook.com.au/186r615 
….and we will send the book home with your child or alternatively download 

the digital membership straight away. 

Please contact Leesa if you have any  

questions. 

P: 0408 556 669 

E: leea.n@optusnet.com.au   

 

 

 

 
HOCKINGSTUART MOTHERS DAY COMPETITION –CLOSES THURSDAY 

Our major Fete sponsor, Hocking Stuart Carnegie, have a wonderful hamper 

up for grabs in their Mother’s Day competition. Just “like” their facebook 

page (hockingstuart Carnegie) and post a photo of you and your mum.  

Entries close this Thursday 11th May. 
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Youth Leadership Victoria 
Carnegie Primary School OSHC 

 

Opening Hours: 
Before School Care 7am-8.45am 
After School Care 3.30pm-6.30pm 
Vacation Care 7am-6pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A copy of the enrolment and booking form can be downloaded through our 
website on www.ylv.com.au 

 
Prices for the Program: 
 
Before School Care                        After School                          
Permanent Booking: $12.50           Permanent Booking: $15 
Casual Booking: $15                   Casual Booking: $18 

          
                                 

 

After School Care News: 
 

There is a Curriculum Day scheduled on Thursday 1
st

 June. 
 
If you require care for your child for this day, please advise the service. 
Cost for the day is $50 and we will be open from 7am-6.30pm 
 
Please note the service finishes at 6.30pm each week night. If you are r 
unning late, it would be appreciated if you could inform the service on 
0402043810, otherwise a late fee of a $1 a minute may apply. 

 
 

OSHC TEAM 

Contact Information: 
 

For bookings call  0402 043 810 
 

 Account queries or change of bookings please  
email: accounts@ylv.com  
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COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD  
CARNEGIE PRIMARY SCHOOL DOES NOT ENDORSE THE  

PRODUCT OR SERVICES OR ANY ADVERTISEMENTS, PAID OR UNPAID, 

PRINTED IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
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